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other names/site number 

2. location 
street & number State Road 1326 
city, town 1;'Tilbourns 
state North Carolina code NC county Granville 

Ownership of Property 

[] private 
D public-local 
D pUblic-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 

D building(s) 
Q9 district 
Dsite 
D structure 
Dobject 

of Granville 

lXJ not for publication 
lXJ vicinity 

code 077 zip code 27565 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
4 buildings 
1 

5 

___ sites 
___ structures 
___ objects 
___ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National __ 0>-<--__ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
:KXl nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my 0 . . rty ets does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation sfet. , . a~W 
Signature of certifying official Date 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
Dother, (explain:) ________ _ 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domes1-j c-sj ngl e d"w"e]] ing 
Agric!llture/Subsistence 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Georgian 
Other' transitional Georgian/Federal 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

vacant/not in use 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation _----"-'-s ..... t ...... oc.a...n ..... e~ ____________ _ 
walls ___ ---\lIw~e.L..au.t..LbJ..J..e--.lr-1b..lJ.o.J.JaJ..rJ...._'dl..l.._ _________ _ 

roof metal 
other wood 

stone 

[Xl See continuation sheet 
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Section number _7 __ Page __ 1_ DESCRIPTION 

Cultivated fields ringed by woods enframe the William 
Ell i xson House and its ~3U)''''V i v i nf:J br" i ght 1 ea f tobacco er"'a 
(:I IJ t b u i 1 din g s . The 0 n e - 5 tor'" y _ .. and -- 1 0 f t ? t 'r'" a d i t ion a I hal I - P a'r'" lor'" 
plan dwelling is probably the oldest surviving home of a small 
planter in the county. Very modestly scaled and in deteriorated 
condition, Ellixson's rectangular house nonetheless retains a 
surprising number of fine Georgian and transitional 
Georgian/Federal style decorative elements dating from the early 
period of the county~s plantation era of architecture. Far fewer 
modest dwellings survive in the county than large ones and they 
invariably display fewer decorative elements than their larger 
co tt'n t e r'" par'" t s" The y a)'''' e a 1 so i n 1 e ssw ell - k e p t con d i t ion. 
Be c au s e 0 f the i r'" r'" a r'" i t Y 'J a '(I y 0 f the rn , sue has t his 0 n e , w h i c h 
retain sufficient stylistic and structural features to identify 
them as being from the plantation era should be eligible for the 
National Register. 

Large cut stones form the dwelling's high foundation and 
the locally rare, double-shouldered chimneys that flank its 
steeply pitched, gable end roof. Handsomely finished box 
cornices, underpinned with moldings almost quarter-round in 
profile and bracketed with patternboards, extend along its front 
and r'" e a)· ... , t h 'r'" e E:? - bay fa cad e s . Ins pit e 0 fit s de t e r'" i 0 'r'" ate d 
condition, the exterior retains much of its original beaded 
weatherboard siding. Its nine-over-nine windows have been 
covered with metal or removed and its front porch is a twentieth 
century addition, but its mortised and tenoned frame remains 
intact. 

'r h 0 ugh its t vJ 0 r'" 0 CI rn , t r'" c:o\ d i t ion all y p 1 a )"'1 ned i n t e'r'" i 0 ).... i s tin y , 
i t 'r'" eta ins a)"'1 urn be r'" 0 f f eat U r'" est hat i n d i cat est he car'" e wit h 
which it was finished. Beads were scribed into the hand-planed, 
board walls of both rooms and the steep boxed stair that leads 
f r'" 0 m the 1 c.o\ ) .... g e)· ... , we s t r'" 0 0 m tot h e 1 0 ft. LJ n f i '(I ish ed, the 1 0 f t 
r'" eta ins co J'Il m 0 n 'r'" aft e r'" s peg g edt 0 9 1:0 the 'r'" at the r'" i d g e. Be ads a 1 so 
adorn the exposed beams of the downstairs rooms. Rn original 
)." a i i.::3 ed, six - p a '(I e 1 d 00 r'" con n e c t s the r" 0 0 rn s , set ina qua r" t e r" -- r" 0 un d 
rn old i n g; the sa rn e rn 0 1 cJ i n 9 en f )'" a rn est II E,\ en t \ .... y tot h e ~'3 t air'" S • 

T h 'r'" e e 0 IJ t b 1.1 i 1 din 9 sst ill s tan d tot hew est 0 f the h 0 IJ S e I: II A II 
on attached sketch mapJ, dating from the property's status as a 
s fIl all , t 'r'" ad i t i 0 yo) a I I Y c IJ 1 t i vat ed, b)· ... i g h t lea f far'" m . The y a)· ... e a 
f r" arne, bo a r'" d a '(I d bat ten, asp hal t sid e d pac k h 0 use [ B Jan d two log 
t 0 b a c cob a r'" n s [ C &- D J, all b u i 1 tea r" 1 yin the t we )'-1 tie t h c e n t IJ r" y . 



Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide EJ locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria CXJ A D B [i] C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DAD B Dc D D DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
AgrlcUlture 

SW/~icant Person 

Period of Significance 
1800-1e20 to 1937 

Cultyral Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
unknown 

Significant Dates 
1800-1820 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[XJ See continuation sheet 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The William Ellixson House, one of the earliest surviving 
properties in Granville County, is probably the oldest 
representative of the dwelling of a modest plantation era 
planter. (See associated Historic Context 1 - The Plantation Era 
in Granville County, 1746-1865) Its rarity as a representative 
of a once large but now almost forgotten class of early 
"("Ii net eent h cent u)""y I oca 1 )""es i dent 5 _. a class t hat has 1 eft few 
artifacts compared to its wealthier contemporaries - is joined by 
o the)"" e qua 1 I Y un us U a I f eat I.W' e 5 • It)"" eta ins 0 n e 0 f the co un t y' 5 

e en" lie s t G eo)"" 9 i a '(I a }rl d t )"" a n sit i 0"(1 a 1 G eo)"" g ian / Fed e)"" a 1st Y I e 
finishes and one of its earliest traditional hall-parlor plans. 
(See associated Property Type 1 - Georgian and Federal Style 
Dwellings) Although it is in deteriorated condition, its 
unIqueness as a refined yet traditional, early home of a modest 
planter makes it one of the most significant plantation era 
st)"'uctu)""'es in the county. As the cente)""' of an app)""'oxirnately 290 
a c)""' e , t )"' ad i t ion a I I Y til led fa)""' rl1 d u )" ... i "(I 9 the I at t e)"" t hi)"" d 0 f the 
n i net e e YI t h c e n t U)"" Y c.':l. n d the f i )"" s t hal f 0 f the t wen tie t h , i t i !:'5 

representative, along with its tobacco outbuildings from the 
period, of a bright leaf era farm. (See associated Historic 
Context 2 - Bright Leaf Tobacco and Rural Granville County, 1865-
1937 - and associated Property Type 5 - Outbuildings) The 
property has been in use as a traditional bright leaf tobacco 
fa 'r'" m wit h i nth e p c\ S t 5 (> yea )"'" s ; its p e } .... i 0 d 0 f £5 i g n i f i can c e has 
been assigned a closing date of 1937? however, because it has not 
achieved exceptional importance within the past half century. 

William Ellixson (will probated 1821), the house's first 
known owner, probably raised it between the opening of the 
nineteenth century and the drafting of his will in 1820. 
(Ell i xson pu)""'chas.ed }rIUfIlE?)""OUS tY'acts of land alonn Aa)""'on's C)""eek, 
near which the house stands, between 1785 and 1827 and it cannot 
be determined from their inexact descriptions upon which tract he 
b u i 1 t his d wei 1 i n g") The d ItJ e I I i Y'I g i s tho u [I h t t 0 d ate f)""\ 0 rn aft e)""\ 
1 8 <) 0 be c a use 0 fit s f 0)""\ m , con s t )"'\U C t i on an d , most not a b 1 y, its 
Georgian and transitional Georgian/Federal style finish. It is 
thought to predate 1820 because of these same physical features 
and because of the content of Ellixson's will. The will shows 
his pas i t i 0 YI a 5 a mod est p I ant e)""' i n 1 8 i::: 0, f 0)"-' i t P)"" 0 v ide s f 0)"'\ the 
disposition of six slaves, household and kitchen furniture, and a 
variety of livestock - four cows and yearlings, eight sheep, one 
yo k e 0 f 0>< E? }rl an c:J a c a )"'\ t ,on e II c hoi cell h 0)""\ 5 e ItJ i t has add I e and 
bridle, and an unspecified number of other horses and hogs [Will 
Book 12, Page 156, p)"'\obat ed 1831]. I Yi l848 t he house, a long wit h 
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2 9 i.~ a C r'" e s ~ vJ asp u r'" C has e d f r'" 0 ffl r:: 1 1 j, )< son' s est ate by D a v idA d co c k 
[ 0 e e d 8001-.'. 1 5, P age :l :3 3 J • The h .:. use r'" e m a i ned i n his fa rn i 1 Y U YI til 
:L 897 ~ at w hie h cl ate i twa sac qui Y' e cl wit h 283 a C)· ... e 5 by J a fl1 e s Pol k 
S t 0 val 1 f 0 ).... his chi 1 d r'" en? W ill i e H " a YI d 1'1'1 c.-=.. t tie G . S t 0 val 1 [ Dee d 
Book 51? Page 39J. Willie bought out his sister's share in 1903 
[Deed Book 64, Page 202J and tilled the land as a traditional 
bright leaf tobacco farm into the 19505; the farm and vacant 
house still remain in his family. 



Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C 

Granville County Hills. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Su~ey# ________________________________ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # ____________________________ _ 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property approxima tel y 14 acres 

UTM References 
A LLJ 1L--L-1_1'-----I..--I---L...--l 

Zone Easting 

C LLJ I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[Xl State historic prese~ation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

B LLJ I I I I 
Zone Easting 

D LLJ I I I I 

Qg See continuation sheet 

[]g See continuation sheet 

[]g See continuation sheet 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

name/title :Harvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon!Historian 
organization Granville County-Oxford Historic Survey date --=..81-/1=-7.:.......1.-/8::::..7-=--__________________ _ 
street & number P.O. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office) telephQref-T----'9'-=1:....::.9_---=-6~9=_3-__._.:1=-4.:....::9__=l~ __ _,.,.._,~c:__ 
city or town Oxford state .N.C. zip code 27565 
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United partment of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Section number __ ,-'-.:.1-=-0_ Page __ 1_ 

~tlt:! ._ .. -BJ~.EJ~.B.s t~.~ E s. 

ZOY·IE Ea~;ting 1"\10)""'1:; hi ng 

A 17 700980 L~03'3380 

B 17 7008LI-0 LI-039380 

C 17 700830 LI-039230 

D 17 700870 Lj·039 1 SO 

c 17 700970 403'3200 L-

F- 17 7010 10 '+02;13140 

G 17 701160 L,·03931 (> 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Beginning at point A: 17 700980 4039380 on the USGS polygon, 
wI-) e.,.·'e the t .,. ... ee line t U r"'YIS ~"ie=;t, CO)"-It in u i n 9 west ina S t r"'c..i i 9 h t 
line~ along the edge of the ItJoods, app.,. ... oxirnately'+80 feet to 
p (:I i n t B : 1 7 -; 0 (> 8 4 <) L,. (> 3 '3:3 8 0 0 n 1:; h e pol y 9 0 n , w he.,. ... e the t.,. ... eel i n e 
t u .,. ... n s sou t h W EJ 5 t . Co 1'"1 tin u i )"-1 9 sou t h w f~ S tin a 5 t .,. ... a i 9 h t lin e , a 1 0 n 9 
the e d 9 e 0 f the ItJ 0 0 d 5 ? a P p ) .... 0 x i rn atE' 1 y LI· c~ 0 fee t top 0 i n t C : 1 7 
700830 Lr039L.~:30 on t he po]. Y~lon whe.,. ... e the t "r"'ee line t U.,. ... n5 
5 (:I U tile a 5 t . Con tin u i n 9 sou the a 5 tin a 5 t r'" a i 9 h t lin e , a 1 0 n 9 the 
e d 9 f.::! 0 f the woo d 5 , c;\ P pl· ... 0)( i rn ate 1 y 3 (> (> fee t top ("I i n t D: 1 7 70 (> 8 7 0 
40:3 9 1 5 (> 0 nth e pol Y 9 01'001 ? ItJ he.,. ... e tile t r-· eel i YJ(? t IJ)""' n s 23. st. 
Con tin u i n 9 e a 5 tin a S t r'" a i ~l h t lin e a p p r'" 0 >< i rll ate 1 y 2 LI- 0 fee t ? a 1 0 n 9 
the e d !J e 0 f tile woo d s top (:I i n t E: 1 7 70097 (> 40392 (> (> , w her'" e the 
t r'" eel i net u r'" n 5 sou t h . Con tin u i n 9 sou t h ina 5 t r .... c"\ i 9 h t lin e , 
310ng the edge of the woods~ app.,. ... o><irnc\tely c~40 feE!t to point F: 
1 7 -; 0 1 0 1 0 LI- <) .3 r:3 1 L~ 0 CI nth E' pol y 9 0 n , ItJ h E:.-=J r'" e the t r"' eel i n e fI1 e e t 5 the 
no·r ... t h 5 ide (:If ~=:;t at e F~03r.J 13i:::(;.. COy·,t in 1J:l n 9 no·~"'-c ~ H(:;?S t 
a p p )":' ()}{ i fn ate 1 y . 60<) fee t , a ]. 0 n 9 t h f~ no '(' t h 5 ide 0 f S tat e R 0 a d 1 .3 2 f) , 
top 0 i n t G: 1 -; 70 1 1 6 <) LI- 0 3'33 l <) (:I nth e pol y 9 co n , w her'" e the t)""' eel i n e 
rll (? 2 t 5 the nOr'" t h sid e 0 f S tat e R 0 f:\ d 1 3:=: b • Con t; i n u i YI [~ n c:)" ... the a s tin 
;3. 5 t ) .... a i 9 II. t lin e , a Ion 9 the e d 9 e 0 f the ('\I 0 (:1 d 5· 1 a. P p.,. ... CI X i f;·l a t. ely "7 (> (> 

fee t tot he poi n t 0 f 0 ·r-· i gin .. 



NPS Form 1(}"000-a 
(s-88) 

OMB Approval No, 1024-0')18 

U 
National Park Service 

Section number _10 __ Page ___ 2_ 

Rpproximately 14 acres of the property that include the 
dwelling, outbuildings, and fields that have been a historic part 
oft he p)'"\ 0 P e ),"\ t y, rn a i n t a i n his t 0)'"\ i c i n t e g ),"\ i t y, a )"1 d con v e y the 
property's historic setting are being nominated for the National 
Register. The remaining acreage on the property has been 
excluded because it is now woodland. In this case the land use 
has substantially changed so that it no longer contributes to the 
historic integrity, or historic significance of the property as a 
plantation era or bright leaf era farm. 

The no)'"\ the ),"\ n b 0 U '1'"1 d a )'"\ y 0 f the '1'"1 om ina ted p)'"\ 0 P e)''' t y f)'"\ 0 m U T I'lj 
points R to B includes the farm clearing to its south and 
excludes woodland to its north. The western boundary from UTM 
points B to C, C to D, D to E and E to F includes the 
out b u i 1 din gsa n d fie 1 d s t 0 its e as t a )"1 d ex c 1 u des woo d 1 and t 0 its 
west. The southern boundary from UTM points F to G includes the 
fa)'"\m c 1 ea)''' i ng to its no)'"'t hand sxc 1 udes P'I"'OP€::,)'"\t y not ovJned by the 
owner to its south. The eastern boundary from UTM points G to R 
includes the dwelling and outbuildings to its west and excludes 
woodland to its east. 
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